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 Shawbury BBQ                                                                                    by Chris Keane 

The FB Heliservices fleet of Bell 212 
helicopters have recently passed the 
10,000th flying hour. They are operated 
in support of both the Brunei Garrison 
and the British Army Training Support 
Unit in Belize as well as at the School of 
Army Aviation at Middle Wallop.  Well 
done to everyone involved with the 
support of these helicopters. 

Bell 212 fleet reaches 10,000 
hours 

84 Squadron Family Day 
By kind permission of the Station Commander  RAF Akrotiri, Grp 
Cpt John Conway, Friday 28th September PM was designated 84 
Squadron Families Day, providing an opportunity for all Sqn & 
FBH staff, wives, partners and  children a chance to fly in the 
Griffin HAR 2. 

Last year’s BBQ was the first that had been hosted by FBH at Shawbury, and was 
in response to a survey asking whether staff would prefer a summer function to a 
Christmas event.  The second of what looks likely to become a firm fixture in the 
company calendar took place on 12 Aug, in perfect weather conditions. 
 
The event followed similar 
lines to last year, though with 
some notable additions.  Two 
marquees were erected this 
time, with a band playing 
alternately in each of them.  
The two bands were the local 

– and largely station-based - soul band, which occupied a large chunk 
of real estate with their ten members, and Telford-based four-piece 
‘Driftwood’ whose bluesy-folksy sound and velvet vocals provided a 
perfect counterpoint to the big band next door. 

 
 

Bar and food were 
very well provided 
for by the Officers 
Mess catering staff under the expert eye of Mandy the Manager.  The 
freezer full of ice cream proved a popular item in the warm sunshine. 
 
Outside, the entertainment was provided by a range of fairground 
attractions, including laser clay pigeon shooting, ‘Test Your Strength’ 
machine, a large bouncy castle and slide, face painting, henna and 
airbrush tattoos and, for the first time on base, the Big Red Shropshire 
Playbus. 
 
 
 
 
 

The BBQ was attended by about the same numbers as last year, and all 
who did agreed that it was another unqualified success.  The organisers 
are already 

thinking about how to make next year even more attractive, in the 
hope that a larger cross-section of the workforce will want to come 
along and enjoy the company’s hospitality.  

 

The Soul Phoenix Band including Rob Ruscoe on 
trumpet and Dave Rigby on tenor sax. 

Pick a card, any card. There was even a magician…... 

The face-painter captures Gary Bloor 




