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 Prince William receives his wings 

Prince William has been learning to fly during a four month 
detachment with the RAF. A truncated course was 
devised especially for him involving both helicopters  and 
aeroplanes. He was also taught about the service's ethos, 
traditions and military role as preparation for his future role 
as head of the armed forces. The helicopter phase was 
conducted at Shawbury using FBH aircraft.  
 
William received his insignia at RAF Cranwell, along with 
around 25 graduates from the RAF's Central Flying 
School.  

Gazelle AH1 XX403 achieved 10,000 flying hours on 16th 
April 2008. First flown by Westland Helicopters on 14th 
August 1975 and delivered to the Army on 18th September 
of the same year, XX403 (U) has been at SAAvn Middle 
Wallop ever since. 
 
Crewed by FBH Maintenance Test Pilot Rob Hall and 
Engineering Crew Chief ‘Tab’ Bywater (pictured right), the 
10,000 hour mark was reached on a short test flight.  
 
A logbook search revealed that Rob first flew XX403 on 27th 
October 1983 when he was a student on the Army Pilots 
Course. 

Middle Wallop Gazelle reaches 10,000 hrs. 

At around 1600 hrs on 29th May, a Squirrel aircraft, provided by the Company to the Ministry of Defence as 
part of the Defence Helicopter Flying School contract, crashed whilst on an Army detachment to North 
Devon. The aircraft was being flown by an all-military crew from the School of Army Aviation Middle Wallop, 
both of whom died in the crash. 
 
Clearly, the company is deeply saddened by the accident and our thoughts and best wishes are with families 
of those who have lost their lives. As is usual, a military Board of Inquiry, assisted by the Aircraft Accident 
Investigation Branch, has been formed to investigate the circumstances surrounding the accident and will 
report in due course.  

Helicopter Crash claims two lives 

New Human Resources Manager appointed 
We are pleased to announce that Don Darby joined the Company on the 2nd 
June 2008 based out of Shawbury and reporting directly to Mary Smith, Head 
of HR.  An experienced engineer and HR professional, Don brings to the 
Company a wealth of experience in the area of Human Resources covering 
over 30 years, with the last 16 years at Flybe.  Don’s role will cover all the 
Company’s locations, however initially will be concentrating his support to 
Shawbury/Valley undertaking various projects and supporting the site and 
management team in all aspects of generalist HR.  
 
We would like to wish Don every success in this appointment and his future 
career in FB Heliservices.   Don Darby, HR Manager 




