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T his year saw the annual FBH staff 
barbecue move to a different venue 
within RAF Shawbury – right next to the 

 company’s main building.  Most agreed that it 
was a much better venue on all counts, with a 
definite ‘village green’ feel to 
the set up. 

Our old friends from 
Big Fun UK flogged 
up again from 
Ipswich, bringing 
the welcome return 

of the Laser Clay Pigeon range, a host of 
garden games, the Ring-the-Bell test of 
strength, Crazy Golf, a huge Bouncy Castle 
and for  
 

the first time here, Dolly the Rodeo Sheep.  
Although we are a few miles from the Welsh 
border, some of the participants were 
worryingly good at riding the sheep, though 
most were quickly deposited onto the crash 
barriers! 

The face-painter was kept busy all 
afternoon with a steady stream of 
customers.  Another first for this 
year was the display of model 
aircraft flying by the RAF Shawbury 
Club.  Some of the aircraft were 

incredibly detailed, including an F16 with a coke-can sized gas turbine engine that 
boasted FADEC, air-operated brakes and a host of other wizardry beneath the 
decks. 

Entertainment this year was provided by 
a folk trio called ‘Uiscedwr’ (uisce is Irish 
Gaelic for water, and dwr is the same in 
Welsh).  However, wet they were 
certainly not.   
The amazing percussion skills of Cormac 
Byrne from Co. Kilkenny, playing all 
manner of drums, cymbals and the Irish 
‘bhodran’ (pronounced bow-ran), melded  
 

beautifully with the skilful violin and haunting vocals of his 
partner, Anna Esselmont from Newtown, Wales.  The 
third member on this occasion was a welcome return to 
Shawbury for James Hickman, virtuoso guitarist from 
Shrewsbury and one half of ‘The Badgers’ who 
entertained us three years ago at the same event.  More 
information, including downloadable samples of the band, 
can be found at www.uiscedwr.com 
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FB Heliservices  
was one of more than 200  
exhibitors at this year’s Helitech exhibition 

FBH at Helitech Helitech is the largest European  
 exhibition dedicated to helicopters 

Every year, the location of Helitech 
alternates between Cascais Aerodrome in 
Portugal and Duxford Aerodrome in 
Cambridgeshire. This year it was the turn 
of Duxford to host the exhibition and over 
1,500 visitors streamed through the doors 
on the opening morning.  
 
The exhibition itself is housed inside a 
temporary structure with glass-fronted 
walls overlooking a static exhibition of 
helicopters and the runway. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAIN PICTURE 
One of the AW139s from RAF Valley was  on 

show and attracted a lot of attention.  
 

ABOVE 
As part of the static display, an FBH Squirrel 

from Middle Wallop was showing off its Sentinel 
Flight Navigation System trial installation.  

 

LEFT 
The FBH stand in the exhibition hall. 


