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O n the 15th May, children from Hornbill School 
Brunei, visited the aircraft operation within 7 Flight, 

Army Air Corps. Hornbill School is the local primary 
school serving military families. The  morning was spent 
showing the children the different aspects of the aircraft 
operation including the FBH maintained aircraft. The 
children had a great time as did the engineers. 

 
 

Lewis Brown made a 
dramatic entrance into 
the world on Tuesday 
23rd June at 23.56 by 
emergency c-section 
weighing 6lb 15oz.   

Building works in Brunei 

 
 Congratulations  

Stephanie !  
 

(Basingstoke Logistics Department) 

A number of improvements have taken place at the 
base in Brunei, including the installation of 
PortoCabins for use by the Army Air Corps and an 
extension to the Helipad landing area. 
 
Future plans 
include Helipad 
lighting and a 
wider access 
a r e a  t o 
manoeuvre the 
helicopters. 

Bell 212 news 
Pictured below is the new Bell 212 ZK 206 undergoing 
ground run testing with Stephen Murray-Twinn and Phil 
Brown. It is currently being upgraded with a series of 
modifications to bring it up to the required standard. 

Malcolm Joines 
(Basingstoke Logistics Department) 

Well Done Malcolm 
 

“ I  c o m p le t e d  t h e 
B a s i n g s t o k e 
Run4Fun4Men in aid of 
Cancer Research on May 
6th and here’s the 
photographic evidence. 
 

I wasn’t as distressed as 
it appears ! 
 

I raised approximately 
£230.00; thank you all for 
your generous support.” 
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The man who put the ‘B’ in FB Heliservices dies aged 85 

A lan Bristow, OBE, Croix de Guerre, founder of Bristow Helicopters, was 
born on September 3, 1923. He died on April 26, 2009, aged 85  

 
Having pioneered helicopter-flying in the Fleet Air Arm during the Second 
World War and adventuring with French forces in Indo-China, Bristow was 
hired as Westland Aircraft Company’s first helicopter test pilot in 1947. He 
was known to have a fearsome temper and was eventually sacked by 
Westland after punching a manager.   
 

♦ One of Bristow's first moneymaking schemes, a company called Air 
Whaling, involved flying over remote Antarctic waters in support of a 
pirate whaling fleet. 

 

♦ He later moved to Paris, were he managed and flew a helicopter 
operation that included flying up and down the Seine with a pair of 
circus trapeze artists tethered beneath his helicopter.  

 

♦ In 1953 under the name of Bristow Helicopters, he began to build up a 
hugely successful business providing support to oil and gas 
exploration facilities in the North Sea and elsewhere. At its peak, his 
company flew the largest civilian helicopter fleet in Europe  

 

He found himself at the heart of 
one of Britain’s biggest political 
scandals after an unsuccessful 
takeover bid for Westland 
Helicopters in the mid 1980s led 
to the ‘West land af fa i r ’ , 
e m b a r r a s s i n g  M a r g a r e t 
Thatcher’s government and 
resulting in the resignation of two 
Cabinet ministers. Alan retired 

soon  a f te r  and  Br i s tow 
Helicopters was sold several 
times before the current owners, 
Offshore Logistics bought it but 
kept ‘Bristow’ as a solid brand 
name. 
In 1995 Bristow Helicopters 
joined with FR Aviation and 
Serco, to bid for the UK's 
Defence Helicopter Flying School 

contract. The team won against 
strong competition by entering an 
innovative bid for the 15 year 
contract. Soon after contract 
award in June 1998 Serco 
withdrew from the consortium and 
subsequently FB Heliservices 
was created.  
 

I think you know the rest….. 

 

Westland S55 Whirlwind operated by Bristow in the 
1960’s and 70’s 

1923 - 2009 
 

Alan Bristow’s funeral was 
held on the 7th of May in St. 
Nicholas’ Church near his 
home in Cranleigh, Surrey. 

The modern fleet - Eurocopter EC225 

Photo taken at the Bristow 50th Anniversary Reunion 
hosted by The Helicopter Museum at Weston-Super- 

Mare in 2003. Alan Biles (Engineering Manager at Middle 
Wallop) is standing behind Alan Bristow who is wearing  

the white shirt. 


