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Assault Glider Trust - Veterans Weekend 
Over the weekend of 5/6 July, RAF Shawbury held a 
Veterans’ weekend celebration in association with the 
Assault Glider Trust. The weekend was an outstanding 
success with over 1000 people attending. The AGT is 
rebuilding a Horsa and Waco glider, a Tiger Moth and 
Dakota. These aircraft saw active service during World War 
2, and were involved in the D-Day landing, Operation 

MARKET GARDEN 
over Arnhem, the 
Rhine crossings and 
the war in the Far East. The Assault Glider Trust is a non-profit making, 
entirely voluntary organisation and FB Heliservices involvement 
throughout the last few years has consisted of help with various 
engineering aspects such as specialised welding of numerous metal 
fittings for the wooden airframe, refurbishment of the three original 
undercarriage units and provision and shaping of the perspex 
windscreen panels. A Horsa glider model 

A good turn out at the Veterans weekend 

Simon Calder in the Independent newspaper once described Dubai as “a place on a human scale”. With the 
wonders of Dubai including the iconic Burj Al Arab hotel, the Burj Dubai the tallest building in the world, and 
the FB Heliservices operation housed in the largest private hangar in the world, it could sometimes be difficult 
to see Simon Calder’s “human” point of view.  

However, the engineers of the 
FB Heliservices operation at 
the Dubai Air Wing epitomise 
the sentiments of Simon 
Calder’s quote in their 
everyday work. Helidubai, the 
commercial operation that FBH 
support, will this week take 
delivery of a new aircraft; a 
E u r o c o p t e r  A S 3 5 0 B 3 , 
becoming the 3rd aircraft type    
that Helidubai operate and the 

9th helicopter type that the FBH engineers support. A 10th aircraft type will join the 
operation in November. 
 

It is of credit to the operation that the engineers cannot 
only transfer between all types in this diverse fleet, but 
also successfully transition between the differing needs 
of each of the 4 operators that FBH support; the skill and 
knowledge to re-role an A109K2 from a Police role to 
that of an Emergency Medical role at 3am is somewhat 
different to that needed to removing a V.I.P interior fit on 
an aircraft without damaging it, or even leaving 
fingerprints on it! 
 

With the operation moving towards a 50% increase in its 
engineering and support staff from that of 12 months ago, 
aircraft type courses have been increased, 2009 alone has courses scheduled for more than 5 types in an 
effort to maintain the knowledge & skill levels of the engineering staff. 
Simon Calder’s belief in Dubai’s “human scale” can be seen daily in the professionalism of the FBH 
engineering staff at the Dubai Operation who on a daily basis face what is a unique and challenging working 
environment. 

The difficulties of a diverse fleet 

The new Squirrel B3 

The Burj Dubai 

FBH share the world’s largest private hangar  

 

By Ian Taylor 
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Staples to Naples Banger Rally 

A car destined to die, bought for less than £100. A route with a reputation. 
Four days of driving through countries where you can’t speak the language. 
An event filled with quirky assignments you swore you’d never do in public. 
A recipe for disaster? Nope, It’s a Banger Rally. 
 
Two flying instructors from FB Heliservices,  Nick Stephens and Phil 
Hughes, with 4 military staff from Sixty (R) Sqn based at The Defence 
Helicopter Flying School at RAF Shawbury,  take on the road trip of a 
lifetime. Over the weekend 19th - 22nd Sept 08, Sixty Sqn  entered two 
teams to the official Banger Rally, Staples2Naples (S2N), an event 
organised by Streetsafari.com. Whilst taking part in this event the teams 
hope to raise money for their chosen charity, The County Air Ambulance. 
 
S2N was an idea conceived to address the problem in the amount of time 
people have to spare. A Banger Rally is great fun, but many people are 
unable to take 3 weeks out of their lives or afford the costs to do this for the 
more exotic rallies. Either work or home commitments make this almost 
impossible. You try to tell your partner you are off on an adventure for 3 
weeks without them. So S2N was born, as some people would say, its a 
Banger Rally for wage slaves. 

 
S2N, now in its 6th year, is a four day road trip across Europe. Although it’s called Staples2Naples the event 
actual starts in Calais (France). The route is approximately 1400 miles taking in France, Switzerland and finally 
into Italy to cross the finish line in Naples (well hopefully). Not only will the teams have to negotiate the 
treacherous mountain passes like the Stelviopass made famous by those on Top Gear in high performance cars. 
These teams will be driving clapped out old bangers with dodgy brakes, and that’s without taking into account the 
‘excellent’ driving skills of the French and Italians.   
 

The teams have to abide by strict rules. The car cannot be worth more than £100 and must be older than 1995 (M 
plate), but must have tax, a valid MOT and insurance. Furrows car dealership of Shrewsbury who heard of the 
team’s efforts to raise money for the County Air Ambulance have kindly donated two old bangers destined for the 
scrap heap to help with the challenge.  
 

Last year Sixty Sqn raised over £6500 for the Air Ambulance and the aim is to continue this success. So what’s 
the prize? The team that manages to acquire the most points over 4 days of hard driving and (sometimes quirky) 
challenges will get £1000 in cash. The second place team will win £350 and the third place team will win £150. 
They must, however, make it to the end! No good breaking down 5 miles from Naples, unless you intend to push 
it!         
 

If the teams win, the prize money will also be donated to the charity. The teams are now actively looking for local 
companies and organisations to sponsor their efforts. The start up and essential costs will be met personally by 
members of the teams. If you would like to show your support you can do so by making a donation to their 
justgiving web page or in one of the collection tins placed around the station. For more information on the teams 
and the event or to make a donation just follow the link at: www.thewrongwaydown.org or contact Nick Stephens 
on Shawbury 01939 250351 ext 7421 

Handing over the keys to an adventure ! 

Music in the Air - Wallop ‘08 
Glorious weather greeted visitors to “Music in the Air” at Middle Wallop 
on Saturday 26th July. Unlike previous years when the event was 
scheduled for early evening, an all day programme attracted a lot of 
families. Unfortunately, due to operational pressures, the traditional 
finale of a massed helicopter approach was omitted. 
The Blue Eagles, this year including the Apache (right), thrilled the 
crowds with their dramatic display and the Army Historic Aircraft Flight 
(HAF) were also in attendance.  
FB Heliservices continue to support the Blue Eagles and the HAF with 
engineering services at Middle Wallop. 




