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Congratulations Andrea !! 

Basingstoke based Projects Engineer Andrea Becker and 
husband proudly announce the birth of their second child, 
Alexander Jason Becker. Weighing just 5lb 4oz, he was born 
on 2nd March at 2:21 am.  

Staff at Basingstoke raised money for Comic 
Relief on Red Nose Day (March 13th) by eating 
pizza - which wasn’t too much of an effort !! 
Thanks to everyone who contributed to the 
£72.55 raised.  

Mr PAT LANE   (1945 – 2009) 
This is a sad time for all of us in the Company and the 
wider military-community following the death of Pat Lane, 
aged 64, who worked for FBH as an instructor in the DHFS 
Ground School at RAF Shawbury. 
 

Pat was 11 months away from retirement and hoped that 
he and his wife would retire to Spain.  He leaves his wife, 
Pat and two sons, Steve and Paul.  Our thoughts are with 
them and all their family at this very sad time. 

Don Darby, HR Manager 

The British Cyprus Memorial trust  honours the fallen 

Former Chief of the Air Staff Sir Michael 
Graydon has launched a campaign to 
honour the many UK servicemen who lost 
their lives in the 1950's Cyprus campaign. 
 

The 371 UK Service personnel who lost 
their lives in Cyprus were buried where 
they died and the British Cyprus Memorial 
Trust now hopes to raise £200,000 to build 
a memorial at the old British cemetery at 
Kyrenia 

 

The conflict, in what was at the time British-ruled Cyprus, came about when on 1 April 
1955 a bombing campaign started with attacks on government buildings  by EOKA, a 
nationalist, military resistance organisation trying to claim the island for Greece. 

 
Cyprus achieved independence from 
the United Kingdom in 1960 with the 
exception of two 'Sovereign Base 
Areas' at Akrotiri and Dhekelia. 
 

“If we don't recognise these young 
men they will never be recognised. 
They are the last from a time when 
we buried our men who died fighting 
for their country, overseas” said Sir 
Michael 
 

The airfield at Akrotiri opened in 1956 and is now used by the RAF as a staging post 
for transport aircraft, and as a temporary operating base for aircraft carrying out 
Armament Practice Camps. The RAF Aerobatic Team, the Red Arrows, also use the 
airfield every year for their display work up. Permanently based at Akrotiri is No 84 
Squadron who perform Search and Rescue duties as well as a support role for the UN 
peacekeeping forces on the island with FBH-maintained Bell 412 Griffin helicopters. 

Akrotiri today and the FBH maintained Bell 412s 

The Bristol Sycamore, Cyprus (late 1950s) 
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Disbandment of 7 Regt (V) AAC, Netheravon 
The British Army's only homeland security and civil-emergency support aviation regiment 
is to disband by April 2009 as an economy measure. Some 22 Westland Gazelle AH.1 
light observation and utility helicopters are to be withdrawn three years ahead of 
schedule and 84 Territorial Army aircrew are to be made redundant in the disbandment 

of the 7 Regiment Army Air 
Corps (Volunteers) based 
at Netheravon. In addition 
to its two squadrons based 
on Sal isbury Plain, 
detached flights at RAF 
Shawbury in Shropshire 
and RAF Leuchars in 
Scotland will also cease 
operations. A British Army 
spokesman said that the 
cost-saving measure was 
being made because of a 
reduction in Gazelle flying 

hours across the Army Air Corps (AAC). The spokesman said that "other AAC aircraft 
would be used in place of 7 Regiment's helicopters where there is a task requirement".  

The news affects the jobs of 21 FBH employees stationed at Netheravon however 
the majority of these have successfully transferred to Middle Wallop. 

The affected elements of 7 Regt.  
 
From left to right:  
658 Sqn based at Netheravon 
666 Sqn based at Netheravon 
6 Flt based at RAF Shawbury 
3 Flt based at RAF Leuchars 

Disbandment celebrations were arranged for February 
17th to commemorate the 14 years that the Regiment 
has existed in its Territorial Army form. It was well 
attended and a great opportunity for past and present 
members to catch up with each other and share 
memories. See page 4/5 for more on Netheravon... 

 

...and the band played.... 

There was a flypast of Gazelles  
and a Scout... 

....and the hangar was prepared for lunch. 

Disbandment day celebrations 
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