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10,000 hours for Pete Earnshaw . . .  
Pete Earnshaw, Senior Pilot / QHI at Middle 
Wallop went through 10,000 hours on 16 Sept and 
was presented with a jeroboam of Moet by Major 
Keith Bryan, OC 671 Sqn AAC. Pete got his wings 
with the RAF in 1974 and joined Bristow 
Helicopters at Middle Wallop in 1991. 

Pete receiving his Moet 

. . . and 20,000 for the simulator 
The Bell 412 simulator housed at RAF Shawbury 
has flown it’s 20,000th hour. The momentous 
moment took place in August during a DHFS 
training session run with instructor Nick Hibberd. 

Rob Ruscoe and John Kennedy celebrating outside the sim 

The Annual 84 Squadron Families day was held on Friday 18th July, by kind 
permission of the Station Commander RAF Akrotiri.  Part of the day is given over to 
air experience flights for the families of Squadron members.  This gives a unique 
opportunity for family members to witness at first hand the impressive flying 
performance of the Griffin HAR Mk 2.  

Also taking place during the morning was the 
Squadron’s annual Golf competition which took 
place at the TPMH Golf Club, RAF Akrotiri.  This 
‘bondhu’ course covers an area of rugged scrubland 
on the Akrotiri peninsula and is a challenge for both 
experienced and novice golfers alike.  Oiled ‘brown’ 
greens provide a great leveller and ensure the 
players putting skills are tested to the full.  
 
Competition for ‘The Shaun Liddell Memorial 
Trophy’ was keen and six teams of three set 
eagerly off at the sounding horn at 9:00 am sharp.  
A Texas scramble format ensured that an 
impressive collection of score cards would be 
submitted but it was to be the combined near par 
golf of Dick Lawtey, (FBH Engineer) Wes Wilson 
and Martin Othen (84 Sqn Pilots) that would prove 
victorious. 
 
Cooling drinks were enjoyed on the patio before 
being joined by the families fresh from their flying 

exploits.  A BBQ and social and sundowners concluded a great day for all. 

84 Squadron Families Day 2008 

The trophy is presented 
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Shawbury welcomes the Ghanaian Air Force 
FB Heliservices welcomes the Ghanaian Air Force to RAF Shawbury as they begin their 
first course of rear crew training.  

The Ghanaian Air Force primary mission is 
to perform counterinsurgency operations 
and to provide logistical support to the 
Ghanaian Army. 

 ZK067 being used for in-flight training 

The first two Ghanaian rear crew students 

UK Air Rescue withdraws from SAR-H competition 
As you may have seen on our company notice boards, UK Air Rescue has withdrawn 
from the Search And Rescue Helicopter bidding competition. FB Heliservices was a part 
of the UK Air Rescue consortium which also included Bristow, AgustaWestland and 
Serco. The contract for the provision of SAR helicopter services from the current UK 
bases over 30 years is scheduled to commence in 2012.  

Battle of Britain commemorations 
Service personnel from RAF Shawbury commemorated 
the Battle of Britain at special events being held both on 
the base and in the local area during the weekend of 
13th/14th September. On the Sunday, RAF Shawbury and 
Defence Helicopter Flying School personnel attended 
services in local churches. In Shrewsbury, at St Chad’s 
Church, 126 personnel attended the service which was 
followed by a solemn ceremony, including the Sixty (R) 
Squadron standard party, at the Quarry War Memorial. 
The Station Commander, Group Captain David Prowse 
OBE, placed a wreath together with those laid by local 
civic dignitaries, and RAF and Aircrew Association 
representatives. 

The 60 (R) Sqn Standard Party 

Fairford Flypast 
Two Griffins and two Squirrels from the DHFS joined a huge line up of ninety aircraft as 
they flew over RAF Fairford on 11th July. Marking the 90th anniversary of the RAF, it 
was intended as a curtain-raiser to the annual Royal International Air Tattoo but the 
weather forced the event to be cancelled. 
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