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Our man in Afghanistan 

MEMBERS OF 131 INDEPENDENT COMMANDO SQUADRON ROYAL ENGINEERS (VOLUNTEERS) 
IN SUPPORT OF OPERATION HERRICK IN AFGHANISTAN 

 
As the Officer Commanding, I thought it appropriate that I write to you personally and let you know how 
well your employee Mr Roger Moore is carrying out his duties in delivering assistance to the International 
Security Assistance Force (ISAF) in Afghanistan. He is performing exceptionally well under difficult 
circumstances and in very arduous conditions. Roger has been a strong member of a very busy team 
working in the Armoury Cell that deliver Technical Weapon support to 3 Commando Brigade, Royal 
Marines. 
 
You will be aware that Roger deployed to Afghanistan in September 2008. During his deployment he has 
been kept occupied on a variety of hearts and minds initiatives geared to assisting the Afghan population 
in Helmand Province 
towards a more stabilised 
environment. His time 
spent in theatre has not 
been without risk which 
speaks volumes for his 
commitment in helping 
the Afghan people. 
 
Roger will return to the 
UK in spring 2009 which 
after completing 6 
months in Afghanistan 
will be followed by a 
p e r i o d  o f  P o s t 
Operational Tour Leave. 
May I  take th is 
opportunity of personally 
thanking you and your organisation for the support offered during this Operation. Without doubt, Roger 
has made an enormous contribution to the UK Task Force in Afghanistan and in particular to 3 
Commando Brigade's endeavours at this time of unrest. We, as a military reserve unit, are extremely 
proud to be able to acknowledge FB Heliservices quite special involvement and for this we thank you as 
his employer for your understanding. I know you will be able to welcome him back to work in the 
knowledge that he has made a notable contribution to Operations in Afghanistan. 

Letter of thanks from the Officer Commanding 131 ICS Royal Engineers (V) 

The AgustaWestland AW 139 
FB Heliservices has just taken delivery of their first new 
AW139 which will be used in support of the Westland training 
contract. It will be based at RAF Valley on Anglesey and will 
be joined by another new AW139 in due course. 
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Prince William started his flying training with the Royal Air Force today, 12th 
January 2009. 

He officially transferred from the British Army into the RAF in the rank of Flight 
Lieutenant. His training, estimated to cost £800,000, will begin at the Defence 
Helicopter Flying School (DHFS) at RAF Shawbury which will form part of his 
training to become an RAF Search and Rescue pilot. The role of the DHFS is to 
train and develop, to the highest possible standards, helicopter pilots and crews for 
Rotary Wing aircraft of all 3 Services. 

Though trainee pilots at the Royal Air Force are 
usually required to have perfect vision, he was 
allowed to train because he is already an Army 
officer.  

Flight Lieutenant Wales will start his helicopter 
training on 705 Squadron flying the single-engine 
Squirrel helicopter. He will complete an initial 
period of training to refresh his previously learned 
skills followed by a package of instruction which 
will enable him to meet the entry standards of 

Sixty (R) Squadron where he will fly the Griffin. The Griffin is the RAF’s twin-
engine Advanced Flying Training helicopter. Flight Lieutenant Wales will 
complete exactly the same syllabus as his fellow course mates on Sixty (R) 
Squadron. During this time he will also complete some specialist Search and 
Rescue training at SARTU at RAF Valley. After completing training at Shawbury 
with DHFS, Flight Lieutenant Wales will continue his training to become a Search 
and Rescue pilot on the Sea King based at RAF Valley. 

Prince William at the DHFS 

Addition to the fleet   -     

FACT FILE 
 

Max Speed  : 168 kts (193 mph) 
Cruise Speed  : 154 kts (177 mph) 
Max power  : 2 x 640 SHP 
Capacity  : 1 pilot + 7 passengers 
 
Basic empty weight  :  1590 Kg  
Max. takeoff weight  : 2850 Kg 
 
Rotor diameter :  11 metres 
Length (inc. rotors) :  13.04 metres 
 
Max. Range :  512 NM (589 miles) 
Max. Endurance : 4 hours 51 mins 

 In the late 1960s Agusta designed the A109 as a single-engined commercial 
helicopter. However it was quickly realised that a twin-engine design would be 
far more commercially successful. After a long period of development, the first 
production aircraft flew in 1975. 
Many variations of the basic design have been produced which have been 
updated and improved over the years.  In 2000, Agusta and GKN-Westland 
merged and AgustaWestland was born.  
 
Today, AgustaWestland is wholly owned by Finmeccanica (the original Agusta 
parent company) after GKN-Westland sold their stake for £1.06 Billion in 
2004. 
 
FB Heliservices has purchased two A109s which have been delivered to 
Shawbury where they will be used as part of the Westland training contract. 

AgustaWestland A109E Power to support the Westland contract 

Multifunction LCD displays In the cockpit 


