
CRASH EXERCISE:  Disaster on Harmer Hill 
THE SCENARIO:  An RAF Griffin helicopter with eight people 
on board has hit a flock of geese and crashed in a field. 

The “mayday” call came in at 11am on the 27th January and 
immediately more than 100 people sprung into action.  A multi-
agency response was required to address the simulated crash 
which fictitiously killed two people on board and a civilian on the 
ground. This scenario would test all areas of the Station Incident 
response plan. 
 

As well as RAF Shawbury personnel, the local Police, Ambulance 
and Fire services took part in the event. Also assisting were the 
RAF Mountain Rescue service, the Environment Agency, the 
Police helicopter, the County Air Ambulance and the Defence 
Estates team. 

 

The crash site chosen was a field at Harmer Hill, 3 miles from RAF Shawbury, is positioned underneath 
one of the low flying routes. Wreckage from the crash was strewn across the field, while aviation fuel 
was in danger of leaking into the nearby watercourse. 
 
For obvious cost reasons, a real helicopter couldn’t 
be used so a modified Nissan with the shell of an old 
helicopter on top served as the crashed aircraft. 
Military students and other personnel had spent 
hours with make-up experts to make their injuries 
look as realistic as possible. 

The exercise which was considered a great success, 
assists the planning for an actual incident and allows 
everyone on the Station and in the local emergency 
services to work together. 
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T he Prince of Wales visited RAF Shawbury on 
Friday 15 January to present various honours 

and awards. The recipients included FB 
Heliservices personnel and DHFS graduates of the 
Multi Engine Advance Rotary Wing Course. 

Prince William, known as Flight Lieutenant Wales, has spent a year 
training at RAF Shawbury and completed a shortened course. He was 
presented with his graduation certificate by his father during the 30 
minute ceremony alongside his fellow students. Flying Officer Wales 
was one of 25 graduates to receive their wings this day. He will now 
relocate to RAF Valley to move one step closer to becoming an RAF 
search and rescue pilot. 
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