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FB Heliservices

Military Registered Civil Owned Helicopters

General

FB Heliservices has vast experience in the provision of helicopters and associated services for military
and parapublic operations, where we provide over sixty helicopters worldwide today. These aircraft are
all owned by FB Heliservices but unlike a traditional commercial wet lease arrangement, we provide the
aircraft configured for military operations and operated on the Customer’s military/state register whilst

they continue to be maintained to EASA Part 145 standards.

With a willingness to embrace new approaches, alternate
UK’s MRCO helicopter operations in 2011;
The Defence Helicopter Flying School
The Royal Navy Sea Training Organisation  use of Military Registered and Civii Owned (MRCO)
The Empire Test Pilots’ School

7 Flight AAC, Brunei
25 Flight AAC, Belize control of their aircraft, whilst at the same time gaining

84 Squadron RAF, Cyprus significant benefits in through life cost, budgetary
32 Squadron RAF, Northolt

means of helicopter ownership are available. With the

helicopters, Governments can remain in full operational

predictability, aircraft availability and overall operational

effectiveness.
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FB Heliservices

Alternate Approach to Helicopter Ownership

MRCO aircraft are transferred from the civil register to a Customer’s military (or State) register where
they are then able to carry out military duties, from flying at low-level by day and night to NVG
operations. MRCO aircraft have to remain within civil airworthiness limits and must be maintained to full
civilian standards, overseen jointly by the military and civil airworthiness authorities. In taking
advantage of the benefits when using civilian helicopters for military duties, it is possible to not only

retain operational capability but also to release essential military assets for operations elsewhere

This has enabled FB Heliservices to cost such lease programmes realistically without a need to absorb
the residual value of the aircraft entirely in the contract fees. Ensuring aircraft standards are maintained

in accordance with civil aviation authority regulations allows aircraft deployed for a period on a MRCO

contract to be returned to civilian operation with no significant issues.

Another major benefit of MRCO helicopter operations has been the potential to achieve high availability
rates, common in civil helicopter operations, which thereby offer military operators the opportunity to

reduce aircraft numbers employed and/or increase the service levels.
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FE Heliservices

British Military Helicopter Aviation

FB Heliservices operates a number of MRCO helicopters on wet lease contracts for the British Military
both in the UK and Overseas. The contracts can be of five year duration, or longer, thereby offering our

Customers the best return for their investment.

FB Heliservices has consistently demonstrated its ability to achieve high availability rates using these
helicopters, not only at main operating base locations like the Defence Helicopter Flying School at RAF
Shawbury, but also at overseas operating bases in Brunei / Cyprus and even on deployed disaster
relief operations in Indonesia, for example. A key aspect of this achievement is how FB Heliservices

staff closely collaborates with the military to become an integral part of the military team.

The UK’'s Defence Helicopter Flying School contract initially required FB Heliservices to provide
approximately 48 MRCO helicopters, including AS350 Eurocopter Squirrels and Bell 412EP Griffin
helicopters, and all the logistics and engineering support to enable aircrew training for all three armed
services over a period of 15 years. Whilst in response to demand from overseas Customers for aircrew
training, FB Heliservices have introduced additional MRCO aircraft including A109 and AW139

helicopters.

Experience continues to demonstrate where a mission currently flown by a military or even a parapublic
helicopter has a civilian analogue, the case for a potential MRCO helicopter is likely to be sound; from
helicopter training, VIP transport, medical evacuation, Search and Rescue operations through to
troop/cargo transport and ship-to-shore operations. In such cases the MRCO lease approach offers
Government, militaries and parapublic operators an effective solution for future short, and even longer,

term needs.

www.fbheliservices.com
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